


Sky

Vegetation

Water

Stone

Four main landscape elements -







Let’s look at Blues



Other useful sky colors





Sky -



Clouds – Flat bases



Clouds – receding to the  horizon
Clouds in perspective are like waves of water upside 
down.



Clouds become more red ( violet or pinkish) as they 
recede toward the horizon. 

This is unlike objects on land which become bluer as 
they recede in the distance.

Interesting fact -



Clouds- red violet shift
Where is red most prominent? Where is white?



Clouds- Color tints
Where is the yellow most visible?



Clouds - backlit



Sky -



Sky -

Cirrus clouds made by wiping a wet wash with a tissue.

Cumulus clouds made by blotting tissue into wet paint.





Sky -

Black and 
white cloud 
drawings  
-”Skies and  
the Artist” by 
Eric Sloane



Sky -
Black and white cloud drawings  -”Skies and  the Artist” 
by Eric Sloane



The basic sky washes

The wash is 
graded from top to 
bottom. Darkest at 
the top.

You can darken 
the upper corners 
more to hold the 
viewers eye in the 
picture.



Basic sky washes – more realistic

The wash is 
graded top to 
bottom and also 
graded lighter as 
the sky 
approaches the 
sun located here 
to the left.



A warm sky at the horizon is often seen.



Painting a simple cloud



A hint of sky can be enough.



More hints of sky.



Sky -

• Intense sky color emphasizes  the 
white of buildings.

• Clouds in this sketch are just hinted 
at.



Varieties of sky – Sunny summer  
skies

Use a mixture of 
sky colors that 
emphasize warm 
colors.



Varieties of sky – cloudy winter 
skies

The clouds are 
usually 
stratiform, 
suggesting all 
day rains. Use 
mostly cool 
colors but add 
some warm 
colors to both 
reflect ground 
color and unite 
the sky with 
the rest of the 
picture.





Varieties of sky – Sunny skies

• You do not have 
to paint the 
whole sky in a 
sketch.

• A vignette 
around the main 
subject can be 
enough.

• Colors are - 
Cerulean blue

     Cobalt teal
     Cobalt violet



Varieties of sky – cloudy skies
Cloud shadows  narrow as they recede towards the horizon.
Small sketches often do not have room to show this.

• Horizontal 
clouds suggest 
stability and 
calm.





Varieties of sky - Fog

Contrast and color are quickly lost in the fog.





Varieties of sky – Sunsets
It can be better to not draw the sun 
itself.
It can be placed below  the horizon or 
behind clouds.



Varieties of sky 
– Moon rise
Warm yellows from a setting 
sun behind the painter.





Varieties of 
sky – Storms 
and Rain 

Colors are muted and subdued in 
dark, cloudy weather.

Compare tonal 
differences 
between t he 
two views of the 
church.







Night Skies









Concentrate your 
sketching on the 
landscape elements.

Try one sketch of each 
element that we have 
discussed.

Interpret the materials 
in your own idiom.

Keep Sketching!


