
Architecture ii - Windows, Doors, details and   3- point perspective        Kenneth Williams 

Windows- 
Align multiple windows on perspective grid lines. This improves placement accuracy and speeds 
up sketching. Use your transparent plastic ruler. 

 
 
 
 

Red lines are the 

perspective grid lines. 

• Glass is often very dark at 
ground level. 

• Glass panes reflect the sky 
at higher levels. 

• It is very effective to make 
windows black with a few 
white highlights. 

• Make each window 
slightly different such as 
variations in light glare, 
curtains, light color and 
shadows. 

• Windows are usually 
narrower than they 
appear. Look closely 
during your layout.  
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     A quick way to 
make window 
mullions 

 

 

Ink   –          Watercolor    –       gel pen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Use an indenting tool to 
make mullions. Then 
glaze with a pencil. 

     
     

 

Black windows can enliven a drawing. 
Do not be afraid to try it. 

 

Windows can be as simple as a line or two. 

Use shadow thickness to indicate depth. 

 

 

 

The sun usually only illuminates two 
sides of a recessed window. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Details and Entourage – 
Sketches of our daily environment often seem ghostly or incomplete when we only focus on a 
building without accompanying “street furniture”. The “street furniture” is called entourage 
and can make for interesting sketching possibilities themselves. 

The most obvious entourage items are vehicles. An urban scene without them appears 
deserted. But we use our artists’ discretion to draw only as many and in the places where we 
want them to be. This is also true with any other entourage such as business or traffic signs. 

Familiarity with drawing these mundane objects increases your awareness of their place in our 
environment and makes you more thoughtful about placing them in your sketches. 

Take time to draw street furniture in spare moments spent waiting in the car or elsewhere.  

 

Newspaper boxes are 
good examples of the 
color that can be added 
to a sketch by the 
addition of items found 
on the street. 

 

 

Don’t forget parking meters, statues, monuments and flower baskets. Street furniture can be 
added even if it is not actually there if it enhances our drawings. 

Architectural detail can be more interesting than the building itself or a detail sketch can 
enhance and explain a larger drawing. Sketching small details can increase your sketching 
confidence and encourage you to attempt more complex subjects. 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


